A Study on the Style and Layout of Western Xia Kingdom Tombs
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ABSTRACT:

The Western Xia (Xi xia) Kingdom was a Tangut separatist regime locat-
ed in the northwest confronting the Song Empire (960-1279). The king
named himself “emperor” (huang di) and his tomb “mausoleum” (ling,
the Chinese name for an imperial tomb), but the kingdom was not an or-
thodox Chinese dynasty, nor were the tombs part of the Chinese impe-
rial mausoleum sequence. However, the tombs of the Tangut tribal king-
dom resemble Chinese imperial mausoleums with the style and layout
and their own creative elements. Inheriting and developing the styles and
layouts of imperial mausoleums of the Tang (618-907) and the Song dy-
nasties, the Western Xia tombs cast influence over later dynasties. There-
fore, the Western Xia tombs can be examined within the framework of
the overall Chinese imperial mausoleums. The article focuses on the ar-
chaeological finds of the full excavation of the Western Xia’s cemetery
No. 3, integrates and summarizes previous archaeological materials as
the basis of its argument, analyzes the styles and layouts of the King-
dom’s tombs, and distinguishes and classifies their forms and layouts.
The article also discusses the names, dates, and owners of each tomb of
the Western Xia Kingdom, as well as the history and significance of cem-

etery’s styles and layouts.

KEY WRDS:
Tangut, tombs of the Western Xia Kingdom, style and layout, tomb city,

underground chamber, tomb owner
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