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Studies of Ceramics with Inscriptions of “Imperial Poems” Composed by

Emperor Qianlong
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ABSTRACT:

The ceramics with inscriptions of “imperial poems” (yuzhi shi) com-
posed by Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-1795) can be divided into two
categories: objects from renowned kilns, made before the Qing dynas-
ty (1644-1911); others were commissioned and produced by imperi-
al kilns during the Qianlong reign. The Emperor personally supervised
the design, production of the objects, and inscription of his poems on
these artifacts. His poems were mostly inspired by some events or sen-
timents. Thus they value more as historical records of political events at
the Qing court, or most direct sources revealing the Emperor’s artistic
tastes and literary attainments than as mere artistic or literary works.
Through nearly 300 pieces of “imperially inscribed” ceramic objects in
the collection of the Palace Museum, by comparing records in the Select-
ed Archives Related to Works by Workshops of the Imperial Household
Department (Zaobanchu gezuo chengzuo huoji gingdang) and The Col-
lection of the Imperial Poems by Emperor Gaozong of the Qing Dynas-
ty (Qing Gaozong Yuzhi Shiji), the author is able to examine and ana-
lyze the technical features of the artifacts, their production time, as well
as the venues and occasions in which they were put to use or display.
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