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Identifying Vaisravana: Focusing on the group image of Vaisravana
in the Front Chamber of the Yulin Cave No.25
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ABSTRACT :

The Heavenly King Vaisravana is one of the most frequently depicted im-
ages on mural paintings of the Dunhuang Grottes. As the guardian of
both Dunbuang and Khotan, and a fabled figure of mythologies and leg-
ends, Vaisravana was most worshipped in Dunhuang. Therefore a series
of Vaisravana’s portraits were depicted, either individually or in groups.
Due to the scarcity of relevant documents at hand, the article tries to
identify Vaisravana portrayed in tiger skin in the mural of the Yulin Cave
no. 25 and other similar images.
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