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An Analysis on Songgemani Stone City and the Belief in King Gesar
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ABSTRACT :

The Songgemani Stone City is located in the Shiqu County of Ganzi, Si-
chuan Province. The essay analyzes the city’s history and the Gesar be-
liefs. Arguing that the Stone City started to be piled up in the eighteenth
century and developed into the present scale over a long period of time,
the author states that the City was a product of Buddhist belief which
strived to develop relying on the immense influence of the Tibetan epic
poem King Gesar. It mirrors the belief in King Gesar which has been
transformed from the Tibetan Buddhist school Nyingmapa. The local
people worshipped King Gesar as a major guardian of Buddbist Nying-
mapa teachings. But their belief shows that the Gesar belief has no fun-
damental difference from that before the Nyingmapa transformation.
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2 JEC: "Images of king kesar, both pictorial and in bronze, found throughout Tibet and Mongolia, can be conveniently classed into two groups:-

--(a)representations of king kesar's miraculous life, closely following the extant written version of the epic; (b)representations of king kesar as

Kuan-ti, the Manchu War God and protector of the Manchu dynasty. The second group is by far the largest, and most of the images belonging
to this group date back to the XVIII-th and XIX-th centuries. To the first group belong the so-called Ke-sar depicting the than-ka or the king.

Such than-ka are mostly found in the possession of itinerant rhapsodists of the epic, and are only rarely seen in the homes of Tibet layman..

Some of these banners, representing king kesar's, belonging to the r/in-ma-pa or 'Old-believers' sect of Tibetan Buddhism, who were the first

to accept the epic and adapt it to their needs." "Images belonging to the second group representing kesar as Kuan-ti are gqiute numerous and

mostly date from the XVIII-th and early XIX-th centuries when the Manchu dynasty did much to spread the cult of its protecting deity,

conveniently likened to the nomed warrior-king kesar."
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