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Study on the Hall of Imperial Supremacy (Huangji dian)
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ABSTRACT:

The Hall of Imperial Supremacy (Huangji dian) was built as the main
venue for Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-1795) to receive court homage af-
ter he retired from the throne. Although the Sequel to the History of the
Palace of the Dynasty (Guochao gongshi xubian) has it that the Hall
“models on the palatial style of the Palace of Heavenly Purity (Qianging
gong)”, it was factually built up after the style of the Hall of Supreme
Harmony (Taibe dian), with only the basic layout of the compound sim-
ilar to the Palace of Heavenly Purity. Based on textual research of his-
torical archives, the article chronicles the history of the Hall of Imperi-
al Supremacy, sorts out its ranking regulation, analyzes its special status
among the buildings in the Forbidden City and the ambivalence of the
retired Emperor Qianlong on the fact that he had never received court
homage in that building, and hence discusses the historical traces left by
the declining Qing empire in the Hall.
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