The Implied Political Meaning of the Architecture of the Forbidden City
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ABSTRACT :

The imperial palace was where emperors lived and executed their auto-
cratic power. [t was the power center of a country. Therefore, palatial ar-
chitecture inevitably demonstrated the imperial superiority by ways of
architectural art. The primary meaning that imperial palace carries is
the monarchal superiority. Specifically, the architectural art includes the
highest architectural standard, the superior ambience of the architectur-
al complex, and the widely adopted approach of symbolism. As the lo-
cale where the emperor governs his empire, handles political affairs, and
leads his personal life, the imperial palace always stands on the center of
the city and occupies the largest area with the best-quality material at co-
lossal cost. It boasts the largest scale, finest style, and strictest hierarchi-
cal order. All these characteristics show the artful synthesis of the politi-
cal order and the imagery of architectural space.
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