On Emperor Shizong of the Ming Dynasty and Daoism
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ABSTRACT :

There is not yet a widely agreed convincing explanation of the reason
why Emperor Shizong (r.1521-1566) of the Ming dynasty has such an
unwavering belief in Daoism. By examining the complicated historical
background of the emperor’s enthronement and comparing the court’s
different political powers, the article comprehensively analyzes his mo-
tive for becoming a fervent Daosim believer. The author argues that the
wish for immortality of the valetudinarian emperor is one of the main
motives for the conversion. But later, unexpectedly, he dealt with domes-
tic affairs styling himself the “Emperor Deity of Ten Thousand Years”
(wanshou dijun) and the “Daoist Master-general under Heaven” (tianx-
ia zong jiaozhu), generously rewarded Daoist priests with wealth and
ranks, and permitted Daoist priests to intervene in court politics, which
consequently corrupted the political and social conduct, also brought
about huge negative effect on the development of politics, economy, so-
ciety and religious culture of the Ming dynasty.
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