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Initial Ideas for the Disciplinary Construction of Gugongology:

Centering on The Palace Museum
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Wang Su

ABSTRACT:

Gugongology involves extensive knowledge and profound scholarship,
so the disciplinary construction would be an exploring process on the
long-term basis. On the other hand, the basic principle should be ad-
hered to that Gugongology would be a perspective and sustainable study
without the limitation of the times of Ming and Qing dynasties due to
the fact that history itself is no isolated or separated just as the proverbs
say “One mustn’t forget the historical facts of their own country” and
“Lessons learned from the past can guide one in the future”. Therefore,
the disciplinary construction of Gugongology should date back from
previous histories on the basis of Ming and Qing dynasties. In answer
to the more specific classifications of disciplines in the modern times,
the author puts forward his initial idea that Gugongology consists of

ten sub-subjects history, archaeology, cultural relics studies, phi-

lology, religion studies, publishing science, library science, museology,
ancient architecture and cultural relics conservation with brief explana-
tion to each. Needless to say, it is just a rough framework for Gugongol-

ogy, more efforts will be made to improve the disciplinary construction.
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