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ABSTRACT:

This paper analyzes how and why epitaphs, one of the funeral cul-
tures among the farming Han people became developmental, mature in
Northern dynasty and even popular than in Southern dynasty. In North-
ern dynasty the majority of the masters of the epitaphs were the ruling
classes owing to their funeral customs and rites of the nomadic peoples,
whereas the epitaphs were seldom excavated because of the simple-buri-
al order in Southern dynasty, during which the memorial pillars in front
of the tombs were erected instead of the epitaphs. It was not until Sui and
Tang dynasties that both coexisted, forming the mixture of the funeral

customs of Northern and Southern dynasties.
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