Emperor Qianlong and Jade Carvings of Suzhou
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ABSTRACT:

In order to obtain the higher-quality jade collections, constant interfer-
ences from the imperial court that was led by Emperor Qianlong (¥7%)
were made with the processing of folk jade wares in Suzhou from differ-
ent angles or in different ways, which can be proved by adjustment of the
process for making jade wares that was inconsistent with the imperial
court tastes, or by reception or rejection of the tributes. Emperor Qian-
long (§¥ZF%) expressed his taste and ideal with the comments on the jades
of different classes and types, impressed the imperial styles and philos-
ophy onto the jades processing to settle down the conflicts between the
imperial court and the folk. The other effective way to instruct the jades
processing to meet the demand of the imperial court was to receive or re-
ject the tributes, which to some extent guided the production of the folk

jades of Suzhou.
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