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Brief Introduction to Construction, Structure and Layout of the Ming Palaces
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ABSTRACT:

Inheriting Han, Tang, Song and Yuan dynasties, the system of imperial
palaces of Ming dynasty was initiated when Nanjing was made the Capi-
tal by Ming Taizu(J X4H), but set up after the Capital was transferred to
Beijing in the reign of Emperor Yongle(7k /%), then improved throughout
the reigns of Emperor Jiajing(#%%) and Emperor Wanli(J7/7j). This pa-
per makes a study of the extant imperial palaces of Ming dynasty to ex-
plore the construction, structure and layout of them based on their stag-
es of development concerning rise and fall of the main imperial palaces,

functions, characteristics as well as the causes of the evolution.
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