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Study and Description of Jinshi Graduates from Liaodong in the Ming Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

In the Ming Dynasty scholars from Liaodong (eastern Laoning Province)
first attained the jinshi degree in the 10th year of the Zhengtong reign and
by the close of the dynasty some 72 scholars had registered that academic
attainment, to form a distinctive borderland group amongst the literati. Al-
though their entire cultural cultivation was lower than the average degree
of the cultural accomplishment of jinshi scholars of the whole country, a
number of families who excelled in the imperial examinations, such as the
Feng clan of the Guangning Zuowei, did emerge. Because Liaodong never
succeeded in becoming eligible for holding its own xiangshi examination,
97.22% of its jinshi attained their jinshi through the xiangshi examina-
tions held in either Shandong or Shuntian provinces, both for geographi-
cal reasons, and more especially because of the system. On average Liao-
dong acquired one jinshi graduate for every 2.78 examination rounds or
every 6.36 years, roughly the same as Shandong Province. Liaodong had
most jinshi graduates in the Chenghua reign period, but the rate of suc-
cess gradually diminished and had been widely but not evenly distributed
across the province.
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