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On Ming-dynasty (1368-1644) Robe Bestowal on

Ethnic Minorities and Vassal States
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ABSTRACT:

Robe bestowal practice in the Ming dynasty was a result of political maneu-
ver as well as an effective tool to avoid hidden perils in politics and socie-
ty. This article discusses the objects, scope, and procedure of robe bestowal
on ethnic groups and vassal states in order to look into the rationale behind
and the negative influences posed by this practice. The author argues that
these bestowed robes form a unique subsystem in the Ming attire ranking
system, and that they functioned in a special way to imperial governance.
In political, military activities and ethnic and foreign relations, Ming em-
perors were fully aware of the special impact of rewards and bestowal on
the receiving ends and its significance in consolidating imperial rule. Robe
bestowal was employed whenever the emperor deemed proper to maintain
and strengthen the link between the ruler and ruled ethnic groups or vas-
sal states to serve the emperor’s political purposes under intricate circum-

stances.
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