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An Outline Description of Ming Dynasty Court Proprieties
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ABSTRACT:

The main forms of court proprieties in the Ming Dynasty were: the audi-
ence in the emperor’s study on the 1st and 15th of each month, the audi-
ence at the palace gate, the audience with chief advisers, the audience with
all officials, and ritual gatherings for appointments, issuing edicts, present-
ing memorials and receiving delegations. They marked the high point in
the development of ritual in ancient imperial society. The Ming Dynasty
Court Proprieties represented the quintessence of regulations of past dynas-
ties, at the same time as there were many innovations and breakthroughs,
which represent the individuality of particular emperors. The author bases
his study on the 44th volume of Daming Huidian titled ‘Chaoyi’, while also
consulting Ming Shilu, Li Qi: Chang Chaoyi of Vol. 53 of Ming Shi and var-
ious biji writings, categorizing the different types of imperial audience ritu-

als and tracing their evolution and characteristics.
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