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Ming Dynasty Xiaoling Mausoleum in the Writings

of Ming and Qing Dynasty Scholars
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ABSTRACT:

Xiaoling Mausoleum, located on the southern side of Zijin Shan in the sub-
urbs of Nanjing, was the object of pilgrimage of many writers in the Ming
and Qing Dynasties, ever since the tomb was first constructed at the end of
the 14th century, and they left behind a large body of fine poetry and prose
on the subject. For political reasons, court writers were obliged to write ex-
cessive eulogies of Xiaoling, but other writers either denigrated the mauso-
leum or used it in their evaluation of character, threnodies for the past or ap-
preciations of scenery, thereby enriching their writings. These writings all
served to elevate the cultural significance of Xiaoling so that from the mid-

late Qing Dynasty onwards it became a new cultural symbol of Nanjing.
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