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A Study of the Philosophy behind the Use of Jade in the
Han Dynasty: 2. Immortality and Longevity
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ABSTRACT:

This paper presents a study of jades unearthed from Han Dynasty burials,
revealing that although many jades have different forms, styles and func-
tions, there is a surprising similarity in the underlying idea behind their us-
age, namely to seek immortality and longevity, with a view to ascend to be-
come an immortal after death. This thinking was one of the factors directly

contributing to the creation of jades by artists in the Han Dynasty.
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