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The Plan and Layout of Northern Song
Dynasty Dongjing Kaifeng—fu
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ABSTRACT:

On the basis of archaeological surveys, test excavations and unearthed
materials, combined with historical documentation and previous research
results, the author conducts reconstructive analysis, investigation and re-
search of the form and layout of Northern Song Dynasty Dongjing, better
known as Kaifeng fu. The author points out that Song Dynasty Kaifeng
was enclosed by three sets of walls. At the outer city wall, the wengcheng
(barbican), dilou (defense towers), tuanlou (defense gate), makeshift sol-
dier shelters and mamian (defense ramps) have been uncovered. Inside
the city four imperial roads have been identified and four rivers flowed
through the city. Markets and alleys have been identified and these re-
placed the Tang dynasty markets and lanes, as there was a new layout in
the functional section of the city in the Song. The inner walled cities called
huangcheng (imperial city) and gongcheng (palace city) have also been
identified, as have the gates called Donghuamen and Xibuamen in the
palace city walls. The main buildings of the palace are laid out to resem-

ble the Chinese character ‘L., and behind the main audience hall are pa-

vilions and palaces along two axes. Behind Xuande Lou there is a series
of five gates, a tower and two facing rows of towered gate pavilions. The
large square adjoining the palace is T-shaped and there is a rudimentary
ambulatory, all new features of the Song Kaifeng layout. These new fea-
tures would almost all influence later generations for some time to come
and so Kaifeng can be described as having significance as a milestone in
the development of urban layout in the latter period of Chinese feudal so-
ciety.
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Dongjing Kaifeng fu; outer city; inner city; palace city; imperial city; pal-
ace square; ambulatory; main roads; roads, markets; four rivers flowing

through the city; outline; layout; functional areas.
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