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A Typological Analysis of Three Buddha Images in the Tang-Song Period Based Largely

on Examples from Buddbist Triads in Grottoes in Sichuan and Northern Shaanxi
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ABSTRACT:

The author focuses on examining Buddhist triad sculptures in Buddbist
grottoes in Sichuan and northern Shanxi and sorts through this materi-
al in light of documentary information to evolve a typology of this artistic
form of pictorial representation. The usual triad comprises groups of three
figures centered on the Sakyamuni, Maitreya, Amitabha or Bhaisajyagu-
ru Buddhas, and of extant triads more than half are centered on the first
three of these figures. From the late Southern and Northern Dynasties peri-
od onwards, belief in Maitreya and Amitabha resulted in the production of
Three Buddha groups featuring these two Buddhas, and in the Tang Song
period the environment of Pureland belief greatly developed, reflecting a
psychology desirous of the Pureland world. The identification of the dei-
ties in many of the triads in the Tang Dynasty’s symmetrical compositions
are unclear, while those of the Liao Song period are often triads associated
with the Huayan Sutra and those of the Jin Dynasty with the Buddhas of

the Past, Present and Future.

KEY WORDS:
Sichuan Buddbist grottoes; northern Shaanxi Buddbist grottoes; Tang Song
period; Buddhist triads; Pureland beliefs.
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