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ABSTRACT:

The Eight Noted Surnames of the Manchus were influential social group-
ings of the Later Jin dynasty and the early Qing dynasty. There were many
different explanations of the Eight Noted Surnames in different periods
and areas. The imperially authorized Baqi Manzhou Shizu Tongpu (Gen-
eral Genealogy of the Clans of the Eight Manchu Banners) delineated for
the first time the Eight Noted Surnames of the Manchus, which were (in
Chinese transliteration) specifically Gua’erjia, Niubulu, Shumulu, Hesheli,
Tatala, Yi’ergenjueluo, Tongjia and Nala. The members of the Eight Noted
Surnames of Manchu submitted to the court of the Later Jin dynasty at a
very early date. The many preeminent clans became the new aristocracy be-
cause of their eminent military deeds. They contributed greatly to the mil-
itary, the political establishment and cultural life during the period of the
Later Jin dynasty and the early Qing dynasty. They became the pillar of
the political power of the Manchu aristocracy. Their families and the gov-
ernment were bound together by common interests, which meant that they
made a great contribution to the establishment and consolidation of Man-

chu power during the Later Jin and the early Qing.

KEY WORDS:
The Eight Noted Surnames of the Manchus; Baqi Manzhou Shizu Tongpu;
indicators of the new aristocracy; political rule; military preeminence; po-

litical culture.
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