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Wang Jin:A Eunuch of Annamese Origin

in the Mid Ming Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

This is a biographical study of Wang Jin, an imperial eunuch of Annamese
origin who flourished in the middle period of the Ming Dynasty. Original-
ly known as Chen Wu, he was one of several castrated teenagers who en-
tered the service of Emperor Chengzu as prisoners of war from Annam in
1407. Together with his companions Fan Tong, Ruan An and Ruan Lang,
he rose to prominence under emperors Xuanzong, Yingzong and Jingdi.
Chen endeared himself to Xuanzong as a confidant in punitive campaigns
against his rebellious brother Zhu Gaoxu, and was awarded a bestowed
name ‘Wang Jin’, meaning ‘faithful to the royal cause’. With bis new iden-
tity, Wang Jin pursued a prominent career as imperial representative, head-
ing a military campaign against the rebels from the western Quxian Guard
in 1430, and inspecting the flotilla and cargoes of the returned voyage of
Zheng He’s seafaring mission in Taicang in 1433. Under Yingzong, he su-
pervised a firearm unit in a punitive campaign against the rebellious ban-
dit leader Deng Mougqi in Fujian in 1448, and, after Yingzong’s capture by
the Oirat Mongols at the Battle of Tumupu in the following year, be court-
ed the replacement emperor Jingdi by supporting bis son as heir apparent.
As a result, when he died in Jingdi’s reign, he was given sumptuous post-
humous awards, far exceeding any other eunuch of bis time. In later years,
Wang Jin embraced the Buddbist faith, particularly Tibetan Buddhism, and
became a disciple of the eminent Tibetan head priest dpal ldan bkra shis
from Minzhou in Qinghai. He had composed a treatise titled Xitian Fozi
Yuanliu Kao extolling his master’s religious teaching, and his former resi-
dence in Nanjing was converted to a monastery known as Cheng’en Si af-
ter his death.
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