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Women’s Social Position in the Ming Dynasty as
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ABSTRACT:

In women’s life, names hold hidden significance within the context of so-
cial bistory. In other words, women’s names enshrine ethical concepts and
even the anonymous role women play in social practice, shedding light on
women’s social position. This paper focuses on women’s names during the
Ming Dynasty. Apart from presenting a detailed study of the overall situa-
tion, the author also sets out to explain the significance of women’s names
containing the concepts wen (culture, civilization) and yi (righteousness).
The author points out that from anonymity women were beginning to be
mentioned in private writings. The fashion of women using sobriquets and
personal seals also showed that there were gradual changes in women’s po-
sition in society during the Ming Dynasty and that there were new trends in

women’s history during that time.
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