WA B e i ff o2

A Study of Ming Dynasty Official

£

5
4

ik

WA DEEE:

BIACE GOiRef, EAESCEUE Bt (O, AE i AN
FERAEMR, R KR, R JUREEAIE A, &
R ARBATI 2 R RS, EEMmR, Bl RoE 3
AT, KEE RGOS, e A BT
WA . MR ARG RS, 2SR TR,
XFE GRS AN A A kA T RS RIAREANBT
7, BEAMIET (BAsE - BRARAR) S5SCEROCT AR IC 8 AT 6
W, SOSHAIRRIRAE, AR SFZERm s APERr R
NHFWFAT TIeiE, 2 7 3 CH L,

ettt in] :
A B RARME

Wang Xi

ABSTRACT:

The category of Ming Dynasty official dress includes the clothing and ac-
coutrements of civil and military officials, ‘ritual guests’ (yibin), servants
and maids of the court, as well as the relatives of officials from inside and
outside the court. The dress was a continuation of traditions established
in the Tang Dynasty and perpetuated in the Song and Yuan dynasties, but
also meeting the needs of Ming politics and social development. The fab-
rics, styles, measurements and colors were selected to conform to hierarchi-
cal distinctions and the clothing was designed to set them apart from those
the imperial clan, on the one hand, and those of the common people, on
the other. This paper is divided into five sections, presenting systematically
the evolution of court dress and correcting errors in “Yufu Zbi’ in Ming Shi
and other historical documents and texts. The author also discusses official
dress’s features of period, symbolism, rank and practicality, as well as the

influence of official dress, including the author’s own insights.
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