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A Study of the System Governing Official

Headgear in the Early Ming
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ABSTRACT:

Ming Dynasty headgear was the final chapter in the bistory of the Han-
styled crown. In the historical situation during the transition from Yuan to
Ming rule, Zbu Yuanzhang’s clique paid enormous attention to the ques-
tion of imperial headgear and dress. Through an examination and sifting
of the process of the various formulations on this matter during the early
Ming, the author bas discerned how on this matter the court sought a bal-
ance between Confucian ideals and pragmatic concerns. When the crown
and imperial gown became the sole preserve of the emperor, the distinctions
between the officials and the imperial clan were strengthened, and the hier-
archical distinctions within the imperial clan were also clearly delineated.
The general view that imperial headgear and dress were altered by decree in

the 26th year of the Hongwu reign is shown to be erroneous by the author.
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