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A Study of Ming Dynasty Palace Zaju Drama

Chuanguan (Costumes and Props)
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ABSTRACT:

The Ming palace zaju drama chuanguan are the earliest extant materials on
costumes in Chinese theater history, as well as being the most complete and
systematic materials, and they are important first-hand materials for study-
ing the development of costume in ancient Chinese theater. They also occu-
py an important position in theater costume history. Because the repertoire
of palace zaju was fairly fixed in the Ming Dynasty, the categories of chuan-
guan are concentrated, and all are categorical, formulaic, symbolic and ap-

propriate to stagecraft.
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