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‘Imperial Drama Supervisors’ (yuxijian) at the Ming Palaces:

A Discussion and Study of the ‘Percussion Office’ (Zhonggusi)
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Li Zhenyu

ABSTRACT:

The Percussion Office (Zhonggusi), literally Bell and Drum Office, in charge
of the imperially commissioned drama troupes in the Ming imperial palac-
es, was an office set up by the court and was one of the Twenty-Four Yamen
of the Imperial Palace. It coexisted with the Jiaofang Si which was subsidi-
ary to the Board (Ministry) of Rites, but had separate functions. The Per-
cussion Office managed all musical and dramatic performances within the
palace, while the Jiaofang Si was responsible for musical and dramatic per-
formances at banquets and events outside the palace. The Percussion Office
had obvious differences with the Jiaofang Si in its establishment, position
and functions, and further investigation of these aspects of the offices sheds

light on the ritual music culture of the Ming Dynasty palaces.
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