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ABSTRACT:

The palace banqueting system in force in the Ming Dynasty encompassed:
the dining of the imperial household; the daily provision of food to the pal-
ace personnel; honorary banquets for officials receiving honours; festival
banquets; banquets for foreign guests; and ritual banquets. The Guanglu
Si Court of Imperial Entertainments was the general office responsible for
overall planning. The emperor’s meals were the responsibility of the Guan-
glu Si and were prepared under the auspices of the Shangshan Jian Direc-
torate for Palace Delicacies. The Taichang Si Office of Imperial Sacrific-
es was the organization responsible for overseeing ritual banquets. Apart
from this, the Gong Bu Board of Works was responsible for providing all
the utensils which were required. To ensure that banquets were conducted
smoothly, a rich and constant supply of food was required, and in the Ming
Dynasty this was the responsibility of the official group in charge of the
Imperial Forest Park Shanglin Yuan Jian and relevant departments of the
Guanglu Si. Various local areas made ‘tribute’ gifts of commodities includ-
ing fish and aquatic products, domesticated animals, fruits and vegetables,
as well as tea and beverages, and these were also an important source of the
food consumed in the palace. The purchase of food from ordinary shops
was a third source of food provisions that was adopted during the Hongwu
reign period. Banquets were major events in palace life that called for pro-
tocol managing place cards, guest lists, hierarchical seating arrangements,
the choice of appropriate dishes, and the commissioning of performers, ap-
propriate to the position and social rank of the guests. Palace banquets in
the Gugong were inseparable from ritual protocols. Even though banquets
were jointly managed by various offices in the palace, corrupt practices in-
truded in the process, and even though the Ming palace adopted various
measures to weed out pernicious and corrupt practices, they spread with

time and became endemic.

KEY WORDS:
Ming Dynasty; banquets; Guanglu Si; Taichang Si; kitchen staff; Shang-
shan Jian; Gong Bu; Shanglin Yuan Jian; tribute items; Jiaofang Si Drama
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