WIAC T B A" B i€ 9 i) TR Y

An Explanation of the Ming Dynasty Palace
Coup of the Renyin Year and the Legal Case
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ABSTRACT:

The Palace Coup of the Renyin Year during the Reign of the Jiajing Emper-
or is a very familiar but highly debated historical event. The sixteen palace
women, headed by Yang Jinying, who were publicly executed by means of
the excruciating punishment of ‘lingering death’ (lingchi) at Beijing’s West-
ern Market (Xizhi), today called Xisi, were accused of the crime of ‘at-
tempting a coup’ (mou dani). The court announced that they attempted to
strangle the emperor, but their attempt was bungled and the coup failed.
The court provided no details or reasons why they had wanted to kill the
emperor, which has raised suspicions and led to a number of conflicting ex-
planations being advanced. As well as suspecting the official explanation of
events, people have also been skeptical about the legal procedures attend-
ing the case and the confusion surrounding the event and the trial are ex-

amined in this paper.
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