Bamiyan: Civilisation at the Cross—
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Abstract:

The destruction by the Taliban of the Great Buddha at Bamiyan took place
in 2001. The author draws on his archaeological research at Bamiyan from
1969 onwards, as well as new carbon-14 dates, to provide a thorough de-
scription of the entire content of this heritage site. The author presents a
thorough study of cultural interchange as reflected in the eastern and west-
ern Large Buddbas and in the murals at the site. Bamiyan is a Central Asian
Buddbhist centre that typically blends the north-west Indian Gandharan
style, the central Indian Gupta style and elements of Persian Sassanian art,

and is intimately related to the Buddbist art of Xinjiang.
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