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Abstract:

The Yuan dynasty mural works, Qifo shuofa tu and Mile Fo shuofa tu, in
Xinghua Temple belong to one of the schools of mural painting of southern
Shanxi in the Yuan period. The author provides a thorough analysis of all
archaeological work and research conducted on these murals to date, and
from historical records and Buddbist ritual texts concludes that the final
strokes were applied to these murals on the 14th day of the 8th month of 7th
year (1320) of the Yanyou period of the Yuan dynasty. The author also rec-
reates the structure of the temple, the central deities in the hall Daxiongbao
Dian and the sequence in which the murals were painted. Through an analy-
sis of the mural painters' signatures and a comparison with the murals titled
Chaoyuan tu in the Sanqing Hall of Yongle Palace, the author shows that
these made use of similar tracing patterns (fenben) and blueprints (fuben-
xiaoyang). The author also identifies the works as those of the renowned
Yuan dynasty vernacular painter from southern Shanxi, Zhu Haogu and
his school. The murals in southern Shanxi demonstrate the dominant ar-
tistic level of Zhu Haogu and they constitute an important page in Chinese

art history.
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