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A Study of the Professional Modes for Southern Song
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Peng Huiping

Abstract:

The author regards the Southern Song painting academy as a transition-
al institution between the Northern Song and Jin-Yuan periods, and has
published an article establishing that the Southern Song court had no im-
perial painting academy. Following on from the question of the lack of an
academy, the author examines bow artists were able to work for the court.
Southern Song court painters were divided into two types: those who could
and those who couldn't work in the ‘emperor's presence’ (yugian). Those
who could not work in the emperor's presence were scattered throughout
government departments, with most concentrated in the artisans' organ-
isations controlled by the Board of Works (Gongbu). This is in fact with
consistent with government practice in employing court painters in the Jin,
Yuan, early-Ming and Qing dynasties. In the Southern Song those painters
who could work in the emperor's presence were employed instead by the
Huangcheng Si, a special office of the imperial household; this was the fore-
runner of the system of appointing painters in the mid-Ming period to the
Jinyi Wei which formed part of the Changwei system, the Huangcheng Si
being the forerunner of the household security agency that in the Ming be-
came the Dongchang (Eastern Factory). The system by which those paint-
ers who could work in the emperor's presence were to be in attendance at
the court and when the emperor undertook journeys from the palace was a
forerunner of the work schedules of those court painters in the Qing dynas-

ty who were employed in Qixiang Gong and Ruyi Guan.

Key words:
Waulin jiushi; painters who could work in the emperor's presence; painters
who could not work in the emperor's presence; Huangcheng Si; Changwei

system; [inyi Wei.
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