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The Construction Plans for Yuan Dadu and the Question of the Relationship
between the Yuan and Ming Central South-North Axes of Beijing
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Abstract:

Following the successful academic 'reconstruction' of Yuan Dadu (Bei-
jing), scholars have turned their attention to the more comprehensive, sys-
tematic and detailed discussion of the city plan. This article focuses on es-
tablishing the dimensions of the Yuan palaces as a guide for determining
the dimensions of the entire city. This requires determining the location
and dimensions of the central axis of both the palaces (through Lizheng
Gate, the palace city and the central terrace of the palace) and the city of
Dadu (the city's southern and northern halves, the location of the central
square, the alignment of hutong and houses, and the planning of the city's
water systems). The author also examines the question of similarities and

difference in the axes of the Yuan and Ming dynasty capital cities.
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Yuan Dadu; city planning; central point; central grid lines; central axis;

planned central axis; numerical estimation.
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