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Study Notes on Jades, 1: An Appreciation and
Study of Excavated Prebistoric Chinese Jades
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Abstract:

These notes are intended to supplement material on prehistoric jades pub-
lished in the excavation reports covering a four thousand year period from
Xinglongwa culture to Yangshao culture. For example, the object described
as yabi ("toothed bi disc') has its ancient name of xuanji restored to it. This
is because the Hongshan and Liangzhbu jade cultures are utterly different;
the Hongshan culture did not produce the jade bi, which was bequeathed
to posterity and to the Han dynasty by the Liangzhu culture. The author
also reinterprets the identification of some of the motifs on jades presented
in excavation reports. The symbol on the jade cong (M12:98) from the Li-
angzhu culture Fanshan cemetery site was originally identified as a 'divine
emblem’ (shenbui), but Yang Boda more precisely defines it as ‘an emblem
depicting a shaman riding on an instrumental (daoju) beast divinity' and
this is an abstract depiction of the Nuo dance of the Eastern Yue shamans.
The author also concludes from a long career of appraising jades that in ap-
preciating jades it is important and essential to understand the function of
a jade item and the changes in its significance. His 50-year career has led to
the conclusion that ‘jades' are artefacts that must be read, and that the col-
lections in the Palace Museum and in the archaeology institutes and muse-
ums across China are an encyclopaedia waiting to be read. These notes are

confined to prebistoric jades.

Key words:

reading jades; jade phoenix; jade head; jade bead of figure from the Land
of One-eyed People; jade yazhang; jade zhang; jade gui with beast-face pat-
tern; ‘an emblem depicting a shaman riding on an instrumental {(daoju)
beast divinity'; jade zhao; shaman's jade; jade shaman's face; a jade bladed

object with a round bore; jade xuanji.
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